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  About the Author
Ambassador Dato’ Dr. G.K. Ananda Kumara-
seri was a distinguished career ambassador. 
(1966-1995). He has the rare distinction of 
setting up and heading the Centre for Interna-
tional Relations and Strategic Studies (1979-
1981) for the Malaysian public service. The 

assignment stimulated his interest in education, human re-
source development and professional training. He retired in 
1995 as Director-General ASEAN. He is the founder president 
of the Human Development and Peace (HDP) Foundation.
Apart from being appointed Adjunct Professor at University 
Utara Malaysia, he is an active Dhamma speaker, giving reg-
ular public talks across the country and abroad. He has au-
thored several landmark books:
 
•	 My	First	Word	Book:	Buddhist	Pedagogical	Approach
•	 A	Compendium	of	Buddhist	Personal	Names:	Heritage		
 and  Significance of Adoption
•	 Living	Buddhism:	The	Way	Forward
•	 Living	Buddhism:	Advancing	from	Knowing	to	Being
•	 My	Alphabet	Book	:	Buddhist	Pedagogical	Approach
•	 SIDDHARTHA	:	The	Prince	of	Peace
•	 Professional	Diplomacy	and	Foreign	Affairs	Management:		
 An Ambassador’s Insight
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•	 Siddhartha	:	My	First	Story	Book
•	 The	Way	of	Siddhartha	:	Glorious	Righteous	Prince
•	 The	Terrifying	Drug	Menace:	Relevance	and	Role	of	Bud-	
 dhism
•	 Welcoming	the	Birth	of	a	Child	
•	 Angulimala	:	Transforming	Life
•	 Matu	Posaka	:	Joy	of	Honouring	Parents
•	 Mothercare	and	Parenting:	Key	to	Social	Structuring.
•	 King	Bimbisara	the	Great:	A	Father’s	Unremitting	Love
•	 SIDDHARTHA	:	Colouring	and	Drawing	Book
•	 Glorious	Prince	Siddhartha
•	 The	Great	Matu	Posaka
•	 Dhamma	Weera	:	Wise	Student	of	Nagaloka
•	 Nipunna	:	The	Expert	Archer	of	Taxila
•	 Suren:	The	Clever	Young	Adviser
•	 Have	Great	Fun	With	Riddles
•	 Riddle	My	Riddles
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John, why do elephants have such huge trunks?

Don’t you know Anny, it is because they have to 
travel	with	their	huge	stuff	all	the	way	from	Af-
rica.
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Billy, how do you know when an elephant is 
about to charge at you?

That is easy Nancy. It is when the elephant takes 
out his credit card.
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Singam, what time would it be when an elephant 
sits on a fence?

Balu, doubtlessly it would be time to mend the 
flattened fence.
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No, Jack. But I have often seen a man eating 
chicken.

Sunil, have you seen a man-eating tiger in India? 
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Where did the flying Dumbo elephant land, 
Ranil?

Quite naturally, he landed at the Dumbo Air-
port, Velu.
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What do you give a very nervous elephant, 
Tunde?

Don’t worry Obutu, a big doze of trunk quilizers 
will surely calm him down.
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Raju, why is an elephant big, gray and wrinkled?

That’s simple Lingam. If it were small, yellow and 
feathery,  it would be a canary or some other be-
ing than an elephant.
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Well Jane, a dog can have a flea, but a flea can’t 
have a dog!

What	is	the	difference	between	a	flea	and	a	dog,	
Bob? 
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Why do elephants like rolling in mud so much, 
Sunny?

Billy, it is because they think it’s slick to do so.
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Do you know what a jumbo jet is, Henry?

That’s an easy riddle Kingsly. We call it a flying 
elephant.
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Banda, what should you do if an elephant charg-
es you?

Simbo, you better pay and run for your life.
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Frank, tell me what cup you can’t drink from?
It’s of course from a buttercup, Charlie. 

What other cup can’t you drink from, Frank?
Its a hiccup of course, Charlie!
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Sam, can you guess who wrote the book titled, 
“A Good Licking” ? No, Pem.Who’s the author?

It’s by I. Scream, of course Sam!
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Tommy,	 what’s	 the	 difference	 between	 an	 ele-
phant and a fly?

If	 you	ask	me,	 there	 is	 a	 really	huge	difference	
between them, Cindy.
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Manil, what do you get if an elephant sits on your 
best friend?

Prema you will then get a really flat mate.
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Well, if you ask me, it’s a whole load of rubbish.

Prema, have you heard the story about the dust-
bin? No Rani. What is it all about?
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Mangala, what would you get if an elephant sits 
on a piano?

Padma, you will then surely end up with very, 
very flat notes.
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Priya, why shouldn’t you dance with an elephant?

Soma, if you do that, you will most certainly end 
up with flat feet.
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Yuko,	why	do	elephants	live	in	the	jungle?

Nikko, oh my gosh, don’t you know that they are 
too big to live in a house!
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Kumar: Teacher, that’s easy. It’s a bush that grows 
ham.

Teacher: Kumar, what is an ambush? 
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Randil, do you know which cat purrs more than 
any other in the world?

That’s a rather easy riddle Terrance. Its a Purr-
sian cat of course.
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Why is your cat so small, Nelly?

Well Samantha, it only drank condensed milk 
from the time it was a kitten.
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Ray, what happened when the cat swallowed all 
the coins?

The kitty was then loaded with lots of money, 
Keko San.
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Why didn’t the manager allow the lady to try on 
the dress in the window, Jane?

Susan, it’s because people will be seeing her un-
derssed. So she advised her to try it on in the 
changing room instead.
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When do you think is the most likely time that a 
stray dog will walk into your house, Ralph?

Bunty, its when the door to the house is wide 
open. 
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Terrence, what kind of dog can you eat?

A hot dog of course, Victor.
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Steve, what do you think is a dog’s favorite food?

Well, I can tell you this Dudley, they love any 
food that is on your plate.
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Your	teeth	of	course	,	my	dear	child,	Rita.

Granny, what is the best thing to put in a pie?
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Mendis, tell me what kind of dog chases any-
thing that is striking red?

Its a bulldog of course, Shanker.
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Sherly, what do bears take along when they go 
on a pick nick?

Kathy, don’t you know, they usually  take the bare 
necessities of course. 
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Where do hamsters come from, Albert?

They all come from Hamsterdam in Holland, 
Billy.
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Jane, do you know what the biscuit said to the 
peanut?     

Yes,	of	course	Jennet.	It	said,	you	are	all	nuts	and	
we are crackers!
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Jeffery,	tell	us	why	do	birds	fly	South	in	Winter?

Well, teacher, it’s because the distance from the 
cold North is too far for them to walk South.
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What do you call a very rude bird, Ah Chong?

Low	Yat,	we	call	it	a	Mockingbird.
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Do you know what animal always goes to bed 
with its shoes on, Willy?

A horse of course Leon as its shoes are stuck to 
the hoofs.
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Jenny, can you carry water in a sieve? Of couse 
you can’t do that Pam. 

Well, see this is how I do it, with ice cubes.
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What do you call sheep that live together in a 
farm, Krishna?

Arjuna, they are called pen pals.
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Do you know how chickens dance, Danny?

Well Samson, they always dance chick to chick.
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Weng Onn, why did the rooster refuse to fight?

Lai Chong, that was because it was simply chick-
en.
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Dan, have you read the book about the Cannibal 
Chief?

No, Buddy. Anyway, who is the author?
It’s by Henriettaman!
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Max, tell us why did the farmer call his pig, Ink?

The answer is simple Dandy. It is because it con-
stantly kept running out of the pen.
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Charan Singh, where do you take horses to when 
they get sick?

Baljit Singh, don’t you know, they have to be tak-
en to the horsepital.
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Neran, in what way is a tiger similar to a sargent 
in the army?

Well Kanthi, I can tell you, that for one thing, 
they both wear stripes.
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Guest: Waiter, how long will my sausages take?

Waiter: Sir, it would be about four to five inches 
long.
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Ruwan, which cat should you never play racing 
cars with?

Vikash, without question, it’s a cheetah. 
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Nimesh, tell me what kind of fish goes well with 
icecream?

Ashen, it is definetly Jellyfish that goes with ice 
cream.
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What is the best way to communicate with a fish, 
Kamal?

The best way Siva, is to say, ‘‘Hello my friend, 
why don’t you try my new hook.’’
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Frank, do you know where tadpoles turn into 
frogs?

Yes,	of	course	Sam,	they	do	so	in	the	croak	room.
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Anisha, do you know what happens to frogs who 
are illegally-parked?

Well, Sayuni, they soon get toad away of course.
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Roney, what does a frog order in a fast-food res-
taunt?

Sally, I am sure it will order a burger and lots of 
flies.
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Prashan, where do you take a frog who has bad 
eyesight?

You	will	definetely		have	to	take	him	to	the	hop-
tician, Shanel.
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Jim, what do you get if you cross a hippopota-
mus and a kangaroo?

That’s simple Santana. It’s a Hoppy-potamus of 
course.
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Do you know which is the wettest animal in the 
world, Raman?

Raju, its certainly a raindeer.
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Rahim, it was because it was a moth-ball.

Why couldn’t the butterflies go to the dance, 
Mustapha?
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The answer is simple, Tim. It’s so much better to 
use a razor.

Do you know why you should never shave a man 
with an umbrella, Tim? I have no clue at all, Jerry.
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Dan, do you know what a barbecue is?

Yes,	most	certainly	Jim.	A	barber-cue	is	a	lot	of	
people waiting to have a haircut or a shave.
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Tim, what is in between the North Pole and the 
South Pole?

It’s miles and miles of telegraph wires, of course, 
Cherry.
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Roger, can you guess who wrote the book titled, 
The Big Blast? I am afraid I have no clue Anny.

Would you believe it Roger: The author is none 
other than Dinah-Mite!
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Andy, do you know the story of the pat of butter?
Well, no Charles. What is it all about?

I am sorry I can’t tell you Andy for you might 
spread it all around.
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Do you know why kangaroos are great shoppers 
Ka Hang? No, I don’t Swee An.

It’s simple Ka Hang. They enjoy hopping because 
they have a big pouch to carry the things they 
buy!  


