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1995 as Director-General ASEAN. He is the founder president 
of the Human Development and Peace (HDP) Foundation.
Apart from being appointed Adjunct Professor at University 
Utara Malaysia, he is an active Dhamma speaker, giving reg-
ular public talks across the country and abroad. He has au-
thored several landmark books:
 
•	 My	First	Word	Book:	Buddhist	Pedagogical	Approach
•	 A	Compendium	of	Buddhist	Personal	Names:	Heritage		
 and  Significance of Adoption
•	 Living	Buddhism:	The	Way	Forward
•	 Living	Buddhism:	Advancing	from	Knowing	to	Being
•	 My	Alphabet	Book	:	Buddhist	Pedagogical	Approach
•	 SIDDHARTHA	:	The	Prince	of	Peace
•	 Professional	Diplomacy	and	Foreign	Affairs	Management:		
 An Ambassador’s Insight
•	 Siddhartha	:	My	First	Story	Book



iv

•	 The	Way	of	Siddhartha	:	Glorious	Righteous	Prince
•	 The	Terrifying	Drug	Menace:	Relevance	and	Role	of	Bud-	
 dhism
•	 Welcoming	the	Birth	of	a	Child	
•	 Angulimala	:	Transforming	Life
•	 Matu	Posaka	:	Joy	of	Honouring	Parents
•	 Mothercare	and	Parenting:	Key	to	Social	Structuring.
•	 King	Bimbisara	the	Great:	A	Father’s	Unremitting	Love
•	 SIDDHARTHA	:	Colouring	and	Drawing	Book
•	 Glorious	Prince	Siddhartha
•	 The	Great	Matu	Posaka
•	 Dhamma	Weera:	Wise	Student	of	Nagaloka
•	 Mother’s	Boundless	Love
•	 Nipunna:	Smart	Little	Archer	of	Taxila
•	 My	Book	of	Riddles	
•	 My	First	Jokes	Book
•	 Riddle	My	Riddles
•	 More	Riddles	to	Riddle



1

Kosala was a famous kingdom in North India over 
2,600 years ago. It’s capital, Savatthi, was a highly 
developed farming metropolis. It was surrounded 
by wide stretches of agricultural fields and popu-
lated with pockets of villages comprising clusters 
of farm houses. The magnificent royal palace of the 
rich and powerful kingdom stood on the fringes of 
vast agricultural fields and large plots of farms. 
In one such farm lived an old and kind farmer 
named Amarith. He had a pet dog called Roney as 
his closest companion. Amarith loved Roney very 
dearly	and	looked	after	him	with	great	affection	and	
kindness. 

Likewise, Roney was very fond of his kind master 
and behaved just like the old saying, “Dog is Man’s 
best friend”.  He would always wag his tail vigor-
ously and jump up  merrily when Amarith returned 
home in the evening after working in the farm the 
whole day. 

Amarith would cheerfully smile and give Roney a 
big hug and gently pat his head as well as chat with 
him in a playful manner. He welcomed this daily 
banter as a fun-filled relaxation especially after a 
long and hard day’s work under the blazing sun.
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One Vass (monsoon season) it rained heavily with-
out stopping. The rains kept hammering the city 
throughout the day and right through the night. 
Flashes of lightning blazed the dark scary sky. This 
was followed by ear-shattering thunder that sent 
shivers down the spine of the people of Savatthi. 

The monsoon rains were so heavy that many houses 
in the outlying villages were destroyed by the con-
tinuous downpour. Amarith’s house too collapsed 
in the middle of the night. It was rather old and un-
able to withstand the incessant monsoon rains. 

A wall of bricks and the heavy ridge pole support-
ing the roof fell over Amarith while he was asleep. 
The sharp edge of the ridge pole struck him on the 
head. Amarith was killed instantly. 

Roney who slept in the verandah escaped without 
any injury. As soon as Roney heard the roof of the 
house collapse and Amarith’s loud groan that fol-
lowed immediately, he dashed into his master’s bed-
room. He wanted to make sure that his master was 
safe and well. 
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But to his horror, Roney found his master buried 
under the rubble of bricks and the huge ridge pole. 
Blood kept oozing from the gaping cut that ap-
peared across his master’s head. 
Roney tried to drag his master out from the rubble 
by pulling him by the shirt with all his might. But 
it was simply impossible to move him even just an 
inch. As he looked sadly at his beloved master re-
main motionless like a log of wood, it dawned on 
him that Amarith was dead. 

Roney was completely heart-broken. He wept until 
he had no more strength. Like a truly faithful dog, 
he was so overwhelmed with grief that he fainted 
beside his master.

Fortunately, the rains abated the following day. The 
sun came out by mid-day and began to shine bright-
ly once again. Its rays pierced through the sky and 
drove away the gloomy atmosphere that had envel-
oped Savatthi. The people of Savatthi were greatly 
relieved to have sunny weather at last after such a 
harrowing night. 
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The capital city of Savatthi
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For poor Roney who managed to recover from his 
faint spell, there was of course no joy. With the death 
of his beloved master there was no one for him to 
love.  Neither was there anyone to provide him 
food	and	offer	him	shelter.	He	was	terribly	hungry	
and went out from one house to another in search 
of something to eat. Everywhere he went people 
shooed him away with sticks and stones.
 
Most	of	the	families	had	suffered	terrible	personal	
losses as a result of the unusually heavy monsoon 
rains. The farmers in the neighbourhood were strug-
gling	to	get	over	their	own	hardships	and	suffering.	
They just had no sympathy for Roney at this terrible 
time of grave sorrow they all had to cope with.

Roney had nothing to eat the whole day. His pangs 
of hunger became unbearable. The next morning, 
he decided to try his luck in the city. He thought 
that perhaps the more affluent families living there 
would	 feel	 pity	 towards	 him	 and	 offer	 some	 food	
that they could  spare.

As Roney proceeded towards the city in search of 
food, he passed by the royal palace. Just then, he 
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Starving Roney searches for food
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sniffed	the aroma of food in the air. The strong scent 
of food came from the direction of the royal palace. 
Being thoroughly famished he could not help but 
follow the scent of food with great expectation to 
relieve his hunger pangs.
 
The aroma finally led Roney to the royal kitchen. 
He thought to himself that surely the food prepared 
for the royal family would be out of this world. He 
could not stop imagining the exotic dishes that were 
being prepared for the royal family. He decided that 
it would be worth the risk to try and get even a sin-
gle bite of at least one of the delicious dishes that 
was being cooked in the royal kitchen. 

As Roney approached the back of the palace kitch-
en, he chanced upon a golden opportunity. The 
back door to the kitchen was ajar. Anxiously, he 
poked his head through the opening. To his great 
delight, he saw rows of a variety of dishes placed on 
the kitchen table just ready to be served to the royal 
family. He spied some meat dishes amongst the rich 
array of royal dishes.
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Roney follows the scent of palace food
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Roney’s yearning to have at least a mouthful of the 
food that was on the kitchen table was too much 
for him to restrain. His mouth began to water. Sa-
liva dripped from both sides of his watering mouth. 
The famished Roney gently pushed open the kitch-
en door a little wider. He looked around to see if 
the royal cook or anyone else was present inside the 
royal kitchen.

As good fortune would have it, no one was in sight. 
He stealthily walked towards the array of mouth-
watering dishes laid on the kitchen counter. As 
Roney approached the wide spread of dishes, he 
noticed a big rump of roast pork placed on a large 
shiny silver platter that was ready to be served to the 
royal family for dinner.
 
Just as Roney was about to bury his teeth into the 
roast pork, the royal cook returned to the kitchen. 
Roney did not notice the palace cook as he had 
come from behind him.

Upon seeing Roney about to bite the enticing rump 
of roast pork, the royal cook rushed to the kitchen. 
He quickly grabbed the kitchen broom, ran towards 
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Roney notices a rump of roast pork
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Roney and beat him as hard as he could. The pain 
from the royal cook’s blows with the kitchen broom 
was unbearable for Roney. He howled in great ag-
ony. He had no choice but to bolt at once from the 
royal kitchen for dear life.
 
At the very moment this was happening to Roney, 
a billy goat named Bunty had strayed into the royal 
elephant stable. The hungry goat began to feed upon 
the Kussa grass which the mahout had painstaking-
ly gathered from the forest fringe for the elephants. 
On seeing Bunty relishing the Kussa grass, the an-
gry mahout took hold of an iron rod and began to 
beat him violently.

The	blows	suffered	by	Bunty	from	the	iron	rod	were	
so severe that he fled bleeting in acute pain from the 
royal elephant stable. He ran away as fast as his legs 
could carry him. As Bunty scooted from the scene 
in great haste, he accidently bumped head-on into 
Roney who was running away from the royal cook’s 
blows from the opposite direction. As a result, both 
Roney and Bunty fell over and lay dazed on the 
ground for a while. 
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The royal cook beats Roney with a broom
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Roney and Bunty looked at each other with sadness 
in their eyes. As the two pitiful animals lay on the 
ground, each recounted to the other their respective 
unfortunate experience. This soon sparked in Ron-
ey’s mind the reality that both, the billy goat and 
him, faced a common plight, namely that of finding 
food to fill their hungry stomachs. 

As he pondered deeply, the intelligent Roney came 
up with a clever plan for him as well as his new-
found friend, Bunty, to have food daily without the 
risk of being beaten or chased away by anyone. The 
plan was simple and easy to carry out. Yet, it was a 
brilliant arrangement to ensure that both animals 
were able to secure their meals in future, without 
any difficulty or harassment.

Roney explained his bright scheme with great ex-
citement, “Bunty, my friend. I have a superb plan 
for	us	to	obtain	food	easily	with		hardly	any	effort.	
All we have to do is to co-operate and work to-
gether as sincere trusted friends. That is to say, we 
should form a good partnership to help each other. 
Through such a mutually beneficial relationship, I 
could help you to get your favourite food and you 
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Roney and Bunty bump into each other
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could similarly find food for me. In this way both of 
us will never ever be hungry.” 

Bunty was all ears. He urged Roney to reveal his plan 
and relieve him of any further suspense. Roney gave 
an agreeable smile and proceeded to explain the de-
tails of his master plan: “Here’s what I have in mind 
for us, my friend. Now, listen very carefully and tell 
me whether you are game to carry it out or not. 

The mahout would not mind me being in the royal 
stable thinking that no dog would eat Kussa grass. 
When he is busy with his chores at some distance 
from the royal elephant stable or is away on some 
errand, I could quietly remove a bundle of the Kus-
sa grass for you. You can then relish the juicy Kussa 
grass leisurely in your own sweet time. Since it is 
only one bundle, the mahout would not notice that 
a bundle of Kussa grass has been removed from the 
royal stable.

In the same way, the royal cook would not object to 
your presence in the kitchen thinking that no goat 
would want to eat meat, but only green grass and 
leaves. So when he is out of sight, you could take 
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Roney explains his great plan to Bunty
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away some chunks of meat he has prepared for the 
royal family.”

Bunty concurred that Roney’s plan was brilliant and 
well worth trying out. He agreed to go to the royal 
kitchen straightaway and quietly remove some deli-
cious food for him to enjoy. 

Just as Roney had anticipated, the royal cook did not 
object to Bunty’s presence inside the royal kitchen. 
Instead, he greeted him with a smile and went about 
his daily chores in the royal kitchen without both-
ering about him. As soon as the royal cook was not 
around, Bunty grabbed some sausages that were on 
the table and quietly vanished from the kitchen by 
the back door. He then proceeded to the Cola tree 
with the sausages.
 
In the meantime, Roney had headed for the royal el-
ephant stable. The mahout was busy tidying up the 
place. He took a liking to Roney the very moment 
he saw him. He waved to him in a friendly gesture 
to come closer. 

Roney wagged his tail and walked towards the ma-
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Bunty removes some sausages
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hout confidently. As soon as he reached the mahout, 
the	 latter	patted	him	affectionately	 and	 remarked,	
“It is great to have a friendly dog like you around. 
As a matter of fact, you can be a big help. You could 
guard the royal stable by making sure that pesky 
goats and cows do not enter the barn and eat up the 
Kussa grass stored there, that are meant to feed the 
royal elephants.”

Roney played up to the friendly sentiments of the 
mahout	and	responded	with	an	affectionate	 trust-
ing smile. He wagged his tail more vigorously and 
began to lick the hand and face of the mahout. The 
mahout was naturally delighted with Roney’s cheer-
ful behaviour and requested him to remain in the 
royal stable as long as he wished.
 
A little while later, when the mahout left the royal 
stable to throw away the elephant dung to the far 
end of the royal courtyard, Roney calculated that 
this was an excellent opportunity for him to remove 
some Kussa grass. So he quickly dragged away a 
bundle of Kussa grass  from the royal elephant sta-
ble for his new-found friend and partner, Bunty.
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Roney is permitted in the royal elephant stable
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When the two animals met under the huge Cola 
tree, they exchanged the food that they had obtained 
from the royal palace. In this way, both the animals 
were able to enjoy a hearty meal. From that day on-
wards, Roney and Bunty never had to go hungry as 
they were able to  easily secure food from the royal 
palace located nearby. 

The close understanding and friendly co-operation 
between the two animals went on smoothly without 
a hitch for some time.  Both Roney and Bunty were 
able to enjoy sumptuous meals daily. However, one 
morning, as he stood from the balcony of the palace 
and gazed over the palace compound, King Vikram 
happened to notice the strange sight of Bunty and 
Roney living in an unbelievably harmonious man-
ner.
 
King Vikram was naturally intrigued by the unu-
sual friendship struck between the dog and the billy 
goat. “Normally dogs would bark at the very sight 
of a goat. Many even chase after goats and cows. But 
what I see before me is a very strange relationship 
between the dog and billy goat. I must find out the 
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Roney and Bunty happily exchange food
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secret behind this very unique happening”, the King 
thought to himself. 

From that day onwards, King Vikram began to ob-
serve closely the behaviour of the two animals from 
his balcony. One afternoon, as he looked out over 
the palace compound, the King discovered the se-
cret to the most unusual friendship. 

The King saw Roney dragging a bundle of Kussa 
grass from the royal elephant stable. Soon, he no-
ticed Bunty remove some roast chicken from the 
royal kitchen. The animals then happily exchanged 
the food with each other under the Cola tree. The 
King pondered deeply, “This unusual friendship 
would serve as a good test to see whether the five 
advisers in my service who are drawing handsome 
salaries are really worth their salt.”

Early the next morning, King Vikram summoned 
his five advisers to the royal court. He stressed that 
dogs and goats normally do not get along well. 
However, surprisingly, he had witnessed a dog and 
a billy goat living together in perfect harmony as 
close buddies, under the huge Cola tree across the 
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King Vikram discovers the strange friendship 
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palace grounds. 

King Vikram then ordered them to explain the rea-
son for this mysterious friendship. In a stern voice, 
he warned them, ‘‘You have till nightfall to figure 
out this strange relationship or else you will all lose 
your jobs and also be ordered to leave the royal pal-
ace.”

As soon as the five advisers took leave of King 
Vikram they quickly adjourned to the senior-most 
adviser, Badrinath’s room. They huddled together 
to figure out how best to unravel the secret of the  
strange friendship. 

All of the advisers fretted at the thought that they 
would be sacked and forced out into the streets. It 
was clear that none of them could come up with the 
answer to the strange relationship. Then one of the 
elder advisers proposed that they first go and have 
a look at the two animals. The rest of the advisers 
promptly agreed to his suggestion.

When the five anxious advisers arrived at the huge 
Cola	tree,	all	of	them	were	amazed	at	the	affection	
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King Vikram tests his five advisers
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between the dog and the billy goat that flowed so  
freely like a well-spring of love. They just could not 
believe their eyes. For they had never seen, or for 
that matter, ever heard of such a unique relationship 
between a dog and a billy goat. 

Badrinath, then advised that the way to unravel 
the mystery was for them all to get close up to the 
two animals so that they could gather  some useful 
clues. But as soon as they walked a few steps closer, 
Roney  sensed their unwelcome presence. He stood 
up at once and began to fiercely bark at them. At 
that point, Bunty sprang to his feet and charged at 
the intruders with the fierce intention to butt them. 
 
The five advisers bolted from the scene in mortal 
fear of being bitten by Roney and brutally butted by 
Bunty. When the five returned to the royal palace, 
they sat down once again to figure out the answer to 
the extraordinary friendship between the two ani-
mals they had witnessed.
 
This time around, Badrinath suggested that an ex-
cellent way to solve the mystery was for them to re-
fer to the Sacred Holy Books. He insisted that the 
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Roney and Bunty charge at the strangers
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religious books contained answers to worldly mat-
ters aside from addressing human problems and 
challenges in life. He was adamant that the sacred 
scriptures would definitely provide the correct an-
swer to the mystery they were tasked to solve.

All the advisers except young Suren concurred with 
Badrinath’s suggestion. He murmured to himself, 
“What foolish men are these elder advisers. Surely, 
the Sacred Holy Books do not deal with such mat-
ters as the strange friendship between a dog and a 
billy goat. In any case, it will take several hours be-
fore they could read up all the sacred texts and find 
the answer, even if it was there. By then it will be 
past the time limit and all of us would be sacked by 
His Majesty, the King.” 

So, while the elder advisers carefully went through 
the Sacred Holy Books, young Suren adjourned to 
his cottage. He sat at the steps and pondered deep-
ly on how best to seek the answer to the test King 
Vikram had put to them. 

Suren thought to himself, “There must be an al-
ternative way to solve the mystery. I am sure that 
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The advisers refer to the Sacred Holy Books
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His Majesty must have known the answer already 
when he summoned us for the test. That is why he 
betrayed a secret smile when he spoke about the un-
canny friendship of the two animals. Furthermore, 
he had clearly stated that he was testing us to see 
whether we deserve our jobs. Therefore, he must 
have already known the answer himself.”

After reflecting deeply on the matter, Suren decided 
that the best way to solve the mystery was to find 
out whether King Vikram was engaged in any unu-
sual activity of late. Thinking thus, he went up to 
the Mukya Mantri, (Prime Minister) Lokasena, and 
inquired whether King Vikram had been doing an-
ything unusual of late.

Lokasena who was fully aware of the King’s daily 
routine, thought for a moment. He then disclosed 
that the King had recently been spending quite a bit 
of his free time at the palace balcony. From there he 
stands and gazes at the palace compound overlook-
ing the royal courtyard for a while. 

Suren thanked Lokasena profusely for the piece of 
information and headed straight to the palace bal-
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Mukya Mantri Lokasena provides Suren a lead
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cony. From there he surveyed carefully the open 
space beyond the palace grounds. 

As he stood and watched, Suren soon saw Roney 
taking away Kussa grass from the royal elephant sta-
ble while Bunty removed some meat from the royal 
kitchen. He watched the two animals exchange their 
respective loot and enjoy a hearty meal. Suren ex-
claimed to himself in jubilation, “Bravo! I now have 
the answer to the mysterious friendship!” 

Suren was naturally filled with excitement. How-
ever, being the youngest, he thought it best to keep 
silent or else the senior advisers, especially the cun-
ning, Badrinath, would hijack his answer to the 
puzzle and claim this as his very own discovery. 

On the other hand, Suren knew that if he did not 
reveal the answer to the mystery, all the advisers 
would lose their jobs. He told himself, “I am young 
and can earn a living elsewhere without difficulty. 
But the rest of the advisers are old and also men-
tally not very alert. They will face great hardship in 
finding employment elsewhere. I do not want them 
to	suffer	the	terrible	fate	of	being	sacked	from	their	
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Suren looks out from the palace balcony
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jobs and asked to leave the royal palace.’’

As he contemplated as to what best he should do,   
Suren fell upon a brilliant idea. He decided to pro-
vide Badrinath the answer. But this was to be in the 
form of a poem which neither he nor the other ad-
visers would be able to understand readily. He was, 
however, confident that this would be good enough 
an answer to the mystery because His Majesty al-
ready knew the answer himself.
 
So Suren wrote the answer in the from of a poem 
and handed it to Badrinath to read out to King 
Vikram when they have an audience with him. The 
elder advisers were relieved that young Suren had 
an answer to the mystery as they had all failed to 
obtain even a clue to it in the Sacred Holy Books.
 
Just before the sun was about to set, King Vikram 
summoned his five advisers to the royal court. He 
requested the Elder Brahmin, Badrinath, to explain 
the mysterious friendship. The Elder adviser, Badri-
nath, paid his respects to the King and read out the 
poem thus: 

“In the royal stable and royal kitchen, food is available.
Both are very hungry.
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Suren writes out the answer in a poem
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Both tried to get some food,
But	suffered	a	thorough	beating.
Now, as partners both are exchanging food.
Hence both enjoy sumptuous meals daily.”

To the delight of the advisers, King Vikram con-
gratulated them for solving the mystery in such a 
poetic fashion. He was so impressed that he reward-
ed them with an increase in their monthly wages. 
Suren could not help laughing to himself. He knew 
fully well that the elder advisers had no idea of what 
was conveyed through the poem. He was happy for 
them though as they could continue to remain in 
the King’s service. 

As for Roney and Bunty, the compassionate King 
Vikram ordered that they be brought to the royal 
court. The King advised Roney and Bunty stern-
ly that it is wrong to take anything that does not 
belong to oneself. He stressed to them, ‘‘To put it 
plainly, this is stealing which is punishable accord-
ing to the law’’. 

In response, Roney pleaded to King Vikram the 
severe plight of starvation that he and Bunty had 
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King Vikram congratulates his advisers
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undergone. The understanding and kind-hearted 
King commanded that henceforth the two animals 
were to be looked after in the palace. The wise King 
Vikram was keen to show to his subjects how to live 
in harmony and peace, just like Roney and Bunty. 

Suren continued to demonstrate his intelligence 
as he grew up and became renowned as the Clever 
Young Adviser of Kosala. As the years passed, he 
became a highly respected Principal Adviser to the 
royal court of the Kingdom of Kosala. In addition, 
he was appointed the Royal Tutor for members of 
the royal family.
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Understand and Reflection Time

Parents, caregivers and teachers are urged to en-
courage the child to interact and improve their 
communication skills, thinking, comprehension 
and imagination. They are urged to make a deliber-
ate	effort	to	spend	a	little	time	to	discuss	with	her	or	
him the questions listed below:

1) Why did Roney have no food to eat?
2) What happened to him when he went to   
 find food?
3) What happened to Bunty’s serch for grass?
4) How did Roney and Bunty become such   
 good friends? 
5) What was the test King Vikram put to his advis 
 ers?
6) How did the elder Brahmin advisers try to   
 solve the mystery of the strange friendship be- 
 tween the billy goat and the dog?
7) How did Suren solve the mystery?
8) What lessons in life did you learn from this   
 moral story?
9) How do you intend to follow the moral les-  
 sons in the story?   
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metropolis          a big city 
fringes                 border 
agricultural         growing of crops and vegetables for sale
companion        friend
vigorously         lively, actively
banter               jesting, teasing
relaxation         leisure, rest, entertainment
blazing              burning, hot 
scary                 frightening
instantly           immediately
verandah         covered space around a house 
collapse           fall, breakdown
sympathy        pity, compassion, kindness 
famished        extremely hungry
array                selection, display, setting
stealthily         quietly, cautiously, silently
platter              serving plate or dish 
painstakingly				 carefully,	with	great	effort
Kussa grass       type of juicy grass found in India
plight                 difficulty, trouble, problem 
pondered          think deeply, concentrate
co-operate         work together, to team up
anticipated         expected, predicted, hoped, foresaw
mahout               elephant guide or trainer
confidently         positively, certainly, trustingly
pesky                  annoying, troublesome, nuisance
sentiments         feelings, emotions

Glossary
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affectionate								 loving,	fond
harmonious        peaceful, friendly
summoned          ordered, commanded
promptly              instantly
well spring           source, fountain
extra-ordinary    unique, unusual
alternative           another way or method
profusely              greatly, plentifully
survey                  study, observe carefully inspect
discovery             find out, detection         
jubilation             joy, delight
congratulate        praise, applaud
henceforth           from thence onwards
tutor                     teacher
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